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Saint Peter’s NET 

Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

Matthew 4:19 

Mission Statement: We are an inclusive, 

forward-looking Episcopal parish that 

seeks to grow in Christ through worship, 

education and fellowship, serves Christ 

by ministering to local and global 

communities and shares Christ in 

following His command to “Love one 

another as I have loved you.”  
 

Vision Statement: Our vision at St. 

Peter’s is to be an inclusive, vibrant 

Christian community honoring our 

Episcopal heritage by achieving 

excellence in worship, mission, 

education and fellowship. 

 

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Koshy Mathews, Rector   

Rev. David Hyatt, Assisting Clergy 

Rev. Joseph Dietz, Deacon 

Rev. Dennis Coleman, Deacon 

Retta Sparano, Liturgical Coordinator 

Nicholas Lodico, Organist/Choir Master 

Alex Smith, Asst. Organist/Choir Master 

Judith M. Dougherty, Parish Secretary   

Maria Yanez, Sexton 
 

Vestry 
2015 John Magee 

Retta Sparano 

2016 Barbara Endrey 

 Raymond Forester 

Cindy Hammaker 

2017 Vincent Giancaterino 

 Judi Hans 

Julia Sharpe 
 

How to contact St. Peter’s 
Office: 610-933-2195 

Email: saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com 
Web site: www.saintpeterschurch.net 
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From the Rector 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The liturgical year begins appropriately with the season of Advent, a period 

of four weeks leading to Christmas; a time waiting in expectation and 

anticipation for God’s birth among us as one of us.  Unfortunately, in our 

western culture, this season coincides with the most intense shopping time of 

the year, a month of rampant consumerism.  Instant gratification is the norm 

of our culture as we are bombarded with messages of how we can 

immediately satisfy our cravings at the switch of a button. The motto is why 

wait when you can have it now, luring us to impulsive buying and swift 

enjoyment.  In such a context, the church’s message of Advent waiting is 

counter cultural.  
 

Waiting, in hopeful expectancy and not in dreadful anxiety, is what Advent 

calls for. During these four weeks we will discover in our reading of the 

scriptures the many people who were waiting for the Messiah, the Christ. 

Along with Mary, Joseph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Symeon and Anna, the 

shepherds from nearby, the magi from afar were all waiting.  However, the 

inn, the commercial enterprise, in Bethlehem was not waiting, because they 

were full up, a condition that doesn’t engender waiting.  Waiting in hopeful 

expectancy requires space, an emptiness in us that needs to be filled.  
 

Waiting is hard and difficult, and yet it is something we all do all the time.  

We wait for a reply to an e-mail we had sent, or a call from our doctor with 

results from a diagnostic test done recently, or a letter from a prospective 

employer, or for the light to turn green on our way to work.  As I write this 

letter, we are waiting for an end to the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, and we 

are waiting for the end of the spread of Ebola virus in West Africa.  

Thankfully the waiting of the millions of undocumented aliens in this 

country has ended by the executive order of the president.  Sometimes, we 

wonder, “will our wait for world peace ever happen” or “will our wait for 

human rights of all people will ever occur in our life time?”   Scripture tells 

us that there is a time for everything – the fullness of time, when a baby shall 

be born. 
 

This waiting we are called to enter into by the scriptures is not a passive 

waiting; rather it is an active waiting of preparing ourselves. Just as we await 

the possibility of God in us, God waits for us to be ready to implant the God 

self in us. While the season of Advent is the reenactment of the waiting for 

Baby Jesus, our waiting today is for the fulfillment of the coming of the 

Kingdom of God that is yet to come.   
 

Let us pray that we be found awake, alert and active in our waiting for the 

coming of the Kingdom of God. 
 

Blessings of the Advent tide, 
 

Koshy 

 

mailto:saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com
http://www.saintpeterschurch.net/
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Deacon’s Roundtable 
 

“Watch, therefore; you do not know when the 

lord of the house is coming, whether in the 

evening or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the 

morning….”                                     (Mark 13:35) 
 

I have been reading a historical novel by 

Laurene Chinn entitled “Marcus.”  It relates 

how Mark, the gospel writer, grew up as a Jew 

of the Levite family.  He knew Jesus and heard 

much of his teaching when Jesus spent time 

with Mark’s family in Bethany.  When Jesus 

was crucified, rose from the dead on the third 

day and then ascended into heaven it was 

thought that Jesus would return imminently; that 

is, within the disciple’s life time. 
 

Jesus had told his disciples that he would return 

to set up His kingdom on earth.  It was not until 

much later that the believers would realize that 

Jesus’ return was not to be that imminent.  Thus 

we have the season of Advent to begin our 

Christian year.   
 

Advent is a season of preparation.  Not a 

preparation for the coming of Jesus as an infant, 

but as a preparation for the second coming of 

Jesus in a special way.  Jesus coming will be 

unannounced and it will usher in a period when 

God’s reign will be one of love.  All darkness 

and sin will vanish and God will be present for 

everyone.  Be watchful, Jesus declares, for you 

never know … 
 

We can read another interpretation here, for God 

is likely to come into our lives at just about any 

moment.  It would be well for us to watch for 

such moments: God in each person we work or 

live with; God in each stranger we pass on the 

street; God in a crowded theater; God in the 

classroom; or God in the privacy of our homes. 
  

Be watchful, be ready.  Be prepared to see and 

recognize God in all places and all 

circumstances.  You never know when 

overwhelming Grace will make its presence 

known to you through some unexpected event 

or presence. I pray you all have an expectant 

Advent. 
 

Shirley and I wish each and every one of you a 

Holy and Blessed Christmas. 
         

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Deacon Joe 

 

 

 
 

 

A Word From Deacon II 
 

A Beautiful Guy 
 

Just a few months ago, I met a beautiful guy. He 

showed up at church one Sunday and began 

asking around if there was a way that he could 

be of some help to the hungry or homeless. 

What struck me immediately is that this fellow 

felt as though he had a duty to help those in 

need. We talked for a bit; I will tell you that I 

liked him right away.  
 

Within a few days he was helping out at The 

Good Samaritan Shelter, providing rides to 

various services for people that he had just met. 

Before long he was helping out at St. Peter’s 

Church, preparing lunch for folks in need. 

This didn’t seem like enough for him. So, he 

made a seemingly preposterous suggestion. 

After giving the background that he lived alone 

in a four bedroom house following the passing 

of his parents, he suggested that he give me a 

key to his house, and I could drop off people 

there that were in need of a place to stay. The 

explanation was this. “It’s not my house, I gave 

it to Christ.” 
 

I recoiled in surprise and a bit of terror. “You 

can’t just do that,” I explained. His expression 

forced me to explain that people might take 

advantage of the situation and that furthermore, 

everyone has to pay something for housing.  

He just shrugged. 
 

My work at The Good Samaritan Shelter 

informs me that I know people that have just 

such a need, but I felt that a program laden with 
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rules and precautions would have to be put into 

place. 
 

I met with Nate Hoffer, the Executive Director, 

and later with Tim Barr, Resident Manager, 

both from Good Samaritan Shelter. I was a bit 

relieved when both of these guys had the same 

look of wonder that I had, and responded with 

something like my own...”You can’t just do 

that.” It was Nate who finally said “Why not?” 
 

Together we met with this kind gentleman, to 

explain all of the precautions and rules 

necessary. He discarded them all. When we 

suggested that, at the very least, a modest rent 

should be paid, and taking part in household 

chores should be required, he vetoed both. We 

settled on this. Participants should go to church 

and Bible study weekly, at the place of their 

own choosing. When he left we were all still 

shaking our heads, torn between “You can’t do 

that,” and “Why can’t you”? 
 

Within a few days we had tracked down a 

former resident of the shelter and made the offer 

to him. He never said “What’s the catch?” but 

you could measure its presence. It’s early in this 

ministry, but I can report that... so far/so good. 

I think about the words of my Bishop, Bishop 

Daniels and his call for us all of us to be about 

“crazy ministry.” 
 

Now I wonder who the crazy people really are. 

Is it the man that offers heat and warmth and 

safety and friendship within his own home to 

strangers, or is it the rest of us that rationalize 

all of the reasons why this is unsafe, or not 

helpful, or enabling or...just plain crazy.  

 

I think about the guest rooms, in houses like my 

own, with the perfectly made bed and the pretty 

pillows, and how they go unused for very long 

stretches. Empty warm comfortable rooms, 

while others have no place to rest their head.  

 

Yep, it’s crazy alright. Crazy in a Jesus sort of 

way.  
 

Yours in Christ the Servant, 
 

Deacon Dennis 

December Deadlines 
 

Sunday, December 14
th

  

all 1
st
 Quarter 2015 Schedules 

 

Sunday, December 21
st
  

Christmas Flower Offerings 

Articles/dates for the January 2015 NET 
 

Sunday, December 28
th

 
Final date to receive financial contributions for 

2014. This will be the last bank deposit made in 

2014.  

 

 

 
 

 

Advent Giving Tree 
November 23rd to December 14th 

2014 recipient: Seaman’s Church Institute 

 

The night before Thanksgiving 2009, I attended 

a community service at the Methodist church 

here in Phoenixville.  As I was leaving, I 

noticed a Christmas Tree full of tags in the back 

of the church. I learned that parishioners took 

the tags, and brought in items to be shared with 

others.  And so, we began our own tradition of 

the Advent Giving Tree.  In past years, we have 

given items on the wish list to the Good 

Samaritan Shelter (2009, 2012 & 2013), The 

Clinic (2010) and Mom’s House (2011). 
 

This year, from November 23 through 

December 14th, the tree will be ready with tags 

from Seaman’s Church Institute.  I encourage 

you to take a few moments to check out their 

website (they also are on Facebook), and see the 

many ways they focus on making lives better for 

the thousands of seafarers who land at the docks 

in Philadelphia.   www.sciphiladelphia.org 
 

If you like to knit, hats, balaclavas, scarves and 

gloves in any color are needed.  Patterns and 

http://www.sciphiladelphia.org/
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instructions are available using the links on the 

website. 
 

The items on their wish list are small, so if you 

can double up on your donation, it will be so 

appreciated by those who are far from home. 
 

Thank you! 

Retta Sparano 

 

 

 
 

 

Phoenixville’s Holiday House Tour 
Saturday, December 6, 3 to 6 p.m. 

 

Once again St. Peter’s is the first stop on this 

annual tour and “day of the tour” tickets [$25] 

and Tour Programs will be available. Advanced 

tickets [$20] may be purchased through 

December 5 at Heidi Sue Variety, Valley Forge 

Pizza, Foresta’s Market and Ellie’s Choice. All 

proceeds benefit Children and the Arts: Phoenix 

Village Art Center and Firebird Theatre. For 

more information please visit 

https://sites.google.com/site/phoenixvilleholiday

tour/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Festival of Lessons and Carols  

for Advent – December 7 

 
We are now celebrating our 5

th
 annual Festival 

of Lessons and Carols for Advent. As a way to 

prepare our hearts and mind for the Feast of 

Christmas.  This year it will be held on Sunday 

December 7 at 5:00pm in the church with guests 

and friends from area churches. 
 

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is said to 

have originated at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall, 

England as a service on Christmas Eve starting 

about 10pm. This was the bishop's way of 

keeping men out of the public houses on 

Christmas. Through the ages the service has 

been adapted and many festivals are now 

celebrated with a service of Lessons and Carols. 

Most notably King's College, Cambridge 

celebrates their Christmas Lessons and Carols 

and is a sought after treasure on radio stations 

around the world on Christmas Day.  Clearly, 

we at St. Peter's have found a far better purpose 

for our Lessons and Carols than to keep the bars 

empty at Christmas; preparing for the journey to 

the birth of our Savior.  

 

 

 
 

 

2015 Giving Envelopes 

 

Giving envelopes will be available for pick-up 

on Sunday, December 14
th

. Please DO NOT use 

them until Sunday, January 4, 2015! If you do 

not find a box with your name, contact the 

Parish Office and a box will be prepared for 

you. EVERYONE is encouraged to use Giving 

Envelopes for accounting. 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

 
You are invited to share in the joy of 

beautifying our church for the Christmas 

Season. There is NO suggested contribution 

amount. Your offerings can be made as a 

memorial or thank offering, PRINTING all 

names clearly. Please, email your 

memorial/thank offering to the parish office, or 

place it in the weekly offering plate. Sunday, 

https://sites.google.com/site/phoenixvilleholidaytour/
https://sites.google.com/site/phoenixvilleholidaytour/
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December 21
st is the DEADLINE. All names 

will be included in the Christmas bulletins. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Greening of the Church 

 
Plan to join the festivities and fellowship as we 

decorate the church for the Christmas Season on 

Saturday, December 20
th

 at 10:00 a.m. If you 

have evergreens, holly, etc. from your garden 

that you would be able to contribute, please 

leave the cuttings outside the Lady Chapel 

entrance December 14-20. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Peter’s Youth Group 

 

St. Peter’s Youth Group has had a very active 

fall!   
 

We launched the new school year with a team 

scavenger hunt around Phoenixville.  The 

students had to work together to determine 

which team member would best perform each 

necessary role; the photographer, the searchers, 

the record keeper etc.  They learned about 

teamwork, each other and about the local 

neighborhood and its history.  Plus, we got a 

little exercise!     
 

Since our first meeting, we have had a series of 

lessons about prayer, being individually unique 

and how we are called to each use our own gifts 

and abilities.  A special lesson was led by 

Victoria Hoppes, an Associate for Youth & 

Camping Ministries from the Episcopal Diocese 

of Pennsylvania.  She also did a special training 

for our own youth leaders.   
 

One of the pillars of the youth group is service.  

This fall service opportunities, organized by 

Cindy Hammaker, include the St. Peter’s 

Pantry, Goodworks and Good Samaritan 

Shelter.    
 

Another highlight this fall was a recent visit to 

Lankenau Hospital where Karen Mitten, a youth 

group leader, works.  The students were able to 

visit an operating room, speak with the doctors 

about surgery and see all the equipment.  It was 

a really unique experience that many people 

don’t have the opportunity to do.   
 

The Youth Group meets every other Sunday 

from 4:30 – 7:00pm for fellowship, games, 

dinner and a lesson.  Guests are always 

welcome! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cookie Exchange 

 
Our annual cookie exchange will be held on 

Sunday, December 21 following the 10:00 a.m. 

service.  All are invited to participate.  Bake 

several dozen of your favorite cookies and trade 

them for other delicious cookies.  How are they 

exchanged?  For example, if you bake three 

dozen cookies, you take home three dozen 

assorted cookies.  All are guaranteed to delight 

your families and friends! 
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Christmas Services 
 

 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

5:00 p.m.  Children’s Pageant;  

Family Eucharist 

10:30 p.m. Choral Music 

11:00 p.m.  Choral Festival Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day – NO Service 
 

Sunday, December 28 

8:00 a.m.  Eucharist 

10:00 a.m.  Lessons and Carols; Eucharist 

 

 

 
 

 

Food Pantry Update 
Rev. Joseph Dietz 

 
 

The Pantry Committee would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all who have so generously 

helped with the pantry and breakfast ministry 

this past year.  So many of you have stepped up 

to the plate when we needed food items, have 

contributed funds so we can buy needed 

supplies, or have given of their time to volunteer 

on Saturdays to help make the pantry and 

kitchen run smoothly. 
 

We have had an increase in our client base this 

past year with 15 to 20 new families coming 

each week for food.  It has been heartening to 

see more Spanish speaking families taking 

advantage of this program.  To this end we have 

provided the 2015 Pantry Schedule in both 

English and Spanish.  If anyone is fluent in 

Spanish and feels called to help, we could 

utilize your talent in signing our Spanish 

speaking friends into the system. 
 

As this is being written before the Thanksgiving 

Pantry we estimate that we will have upward of 

150 families coming for turkey and fixings for 

this year.  We are truly blessed to have 125 

turkeys provided by the Chester County Food 

Bank and the fixings provided by employees at 

Glaxo-Smith-Kline. 
 

Beginning in January we are planning to expand 

the pantry to Monday evenings following the 

usual Saturday offering.  This will require more 

volunteer help with picking up needed items and 

to help with the pantry itself on those evenings.  

If you feel called to help, please contact Doreen 

Penczer (penczer@comcast.net) or Gary Russell 

(grussell-21@hotmail.com). 
 

 

 
 

 

Living our Thanks to God: A  

Journey of Stewardship Awareness 
As presented by Bruce Rockwell, Assistant to the Bishop 

for Stewardship, Diocese of Western Massachusetts. 
 

The gift of one’s story is one of the most 

precious gifts that one person of faith can give 

to another. What is your story? 
 

Consider writing a personal stewardship 

statement by completing the following 

sentences: 
 

I believe. . . [What do you believe about 

stewardship?] 
 

I commit. . .[How do you strive to be the 

faithful, loving, generous steward God created 

you to be?] 
 

I invite. . . [How does this enrich your spiritual 

life: What would you say to others as an 

invitation for them to join you as this exciting 

spiritual journey of faith?] 
 

mailto:penczer@comcast.net
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Let us remember that our witness is precious in 

the sight of God – just as we are. 
 

 
 

 A reminder from the Stewardship Committee: 

Pledges are gratefully accepted at any time. 

 

 

 
 

 

Godly Play - Green and Growing! 

 

The children in the Godly Play program know 

that we are just about ready to end a long run of 

green and growing Sundays, and enter a purple 

time, a getting ready time, Advent.  You will be 

surprised to learn how much your children know 

about the liturgical colors of our church year.  

Godly Play has been growing this fall too.  We 

have 32 children who take part in our program 

now!   
 

This fall we have been learning Old Testament 

stories from Creation to Exile and Return.  Now, 

as the Church calendar changes, we will be 

walking with the Holy Family step by step 

through the four Sundays of Advent.  Children 

will have the opportunity to work on making 

their own Holy Family set during these 

Sundays.  As December is busy for everyone, 

here is our calendar.  Please bring your children 

to church as often as possible so they have the 

time to immerse themselves in the Holy Stories. 
 

Nov. 30 - Advent 1 - story and Advent craft 

Dec. 7 - Advent 2 - story and Advent craft 

Dec. 14 - Advent 3 - story and visit to St. Peter's 

Place (next door to church). Pageant part selection 

Dec. 21 - Advent 4 - story and pageant practice 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Family Service and  

               Pageant 

Dec. 28 - No Class 
 

We look forward to working with the children 

during this very exciting time for them.  Please 

take some time with your children in a quiet 

way to "get ready" for the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

For any questions or information about 

volunteer opportunities with the Godly Play 

program, please contact Jan Wier 

(janwier@comcast.net) 

 

 

 
 

 

Hot Meals and More 
Served by the community from our kitchen. 

 
Several years ago, Pastor Buddy Goodwin, 

along with his wife Belinda, began serving 

lunch twice a week to folks in need from 

Phoenixville. Under the Goodwin’s Growth 

Ministries, this became known as Your Place 

Soup Kitchen, and St. Peter’s Episcopal lent 

their expansive kitchen and the use of their 

building to their volunteer effort. 
 

This inspired ministry has broadened and 

encouraged many more to be in the service of 

providing meals. Here is a list of programs that 

have joined in the work, all using St. Peter’s as a 

meeting place. 
 

Weekday lunches 

serving approximately thirty-five daily. 
 

Monday: Gabriel’s Kitchen Group. This means 

that for the first time, a lunch is available each 

weekday. 

Tuesday: Growth Ministries serves lunch, with 

pizza donated by several Phoenixville area 

businesses: Bob’s Haven Deli and T.D. Alfredos 

and other kind contributors. 

Wednesday: St. Ann’s provides a home-

prepared meal. 

mailto:janwier@comcast.net
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Thursday: First Presbyterian Church provides a 

home-prepared meal. 

Friday: St. Peter’s serves a full meal, with the 

main course provided through the generosity of 

Mr. Hampshire, owner of The Great American 

Pub, and the energetic efforts of Chef John 

Sakos, who combines his passion for food and 

service to others. 

Pizza, Pizza! In addition to the full meal 

donated weekly by The Great American Pub, 

several local business have a long history of 

providing weekly pizzas. Bob’s Haven Deli and 

T.D.Alfredos. along with others are kind 

contributors. 
 

Saturday Breakfast and Food Pantry. 

On alternating Saturdays, Breakfast is served by 

a revolving group of volunteers from St. Peter's, 

Washington Memorial Chapel and Vineyard 

Community Church. Following Breakfast, 

groceries are distributed to more than 100 

families, and residents of St. Peter's Place. 
 

Saturday Lunch 

Once per month, on a week without the food 

pantry open, St. Gabriel’s Kitchen provides 

lunch. 
 

Saturday Dinner 

Once per month dinners are provided home 

cooked meals by Vineyard Community Church.  
 

The Access to Food Group 

This new program was started early this year as 

an effort to coordinate information about meals 

available in Phoenixville.  We are still creating 

our ultimate mission focus, which includes 

expanding meals and groceries to those on the 

North Side of town. 
 

Going Further... 

As proud as all can be of this terrific shared 

ministry, there is more that is needed, and more 

that we can do. While we celebrate the work and 

generosity of so many, we continue to reach out 

until we can say that everyone in our 

community has the chance to be served, or to 

serve a meal, with dignity. Can you help? 

Would you like to volunteer? Do you know a 

business that would like to provide food?  
 

New Member/Growth Committee 

Update 

 

Our committee meets every month to discuss 

and plan strategies to attract and integrate new 

members into the life of Saint Peter’s.   
 

Did you know that this year….. 

     275 letters have been sent to new residents of 

Saint Peter’s to invite them to attend our 

services.   

     102 customized pens were ordered for 

visitor’s bags. 

     50 medals were received for distribution for 

the Blessing of the animals 

     10 “business cards” were bundled and 

distributed to the congregation 

     9 members are on this motivated committee 

     1 meeting is scheduled each month on a 

Saturday at 8:30AM   
 

Please join us for coffee and lively discussions 

by coming to one of cur meetings.  We invite 

you to become a member of this friendly and 

welcoming group! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Peter's is on Facebook! 

 
"Like" our page for easy access to event 

information, pictures and more! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peters-

Episcopal-Church-Phoenixville-

PA/1446700252252400 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peters-Episcopal-Church-Phoenixville-PA/1446700252252400
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peters-Episcopal-Church-Phoenixville-PA/1446700252252400
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peters-Episcopal-Church-Phoenixville-PA/1446700252252400


 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Update: January through October 2014 
Frank Rothenberger, Treasurer 

 

 
 

The financial position of St. Peter’s through October, 2014 is outlined below. 

 

 Income 

o Open plate donations are in line with the budget but pledges are under budget by about 

$7K. 

o Other operating income is $12K over budget because of $12K in special donations made in 

October   

o Operating income of $196K (excludes special donations) is $8K, or 4%, under budget.   

o Total income, including pass through income of $53K, is $278,016 through 10/31 

 Expense 

o Operating expenses are in line with or under budget through October. 

o Overall, total operating expenses of $213K are about $13K, or 6%, under budget.   

o Total expenses, including pass through expenses of $40K, are $264,360 

 St. Peter’s has an operating deficit of ($18K) but overall has a surplus of $14K, including pass 

through items and special donations. 

 

The operating deficit is a result of $7K in pledges not yet collected through October and no 

fundraising income with a budgeted amount of $2K. 

 

Additional detail on income and expenses is available upon request. 

 

Account Balances as of October 31, 2014: 

 Checking: $1,672 

 Savings: $36,441 

 Certificates of Deposit: $11,550 

 Youth Group: $507 

 Pantry/Outreach: $33,427 

 Mission: $50 

 Building Maintenance: $9,015 

 Concert Series: $2944 

 

As we finish out 2014, we thank everybody for the generous contributions so far and encourage 

everybody to meet their pledges to ensure that St. Peter’s is able to meet all of its operating expenses.   

 

Your generous support of St. Peter’s mission work  

and operating expenses is appreciated. 
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El Salvador Mission News 
Cindy Hammaker (610-933-3806; chammaker1@gmail.com 
 

 
 

The missions committee is very thankful to 

everyone who supported the Annual Citrus 

Sale!  Significant funds were raised to help with 

defraying costs for the 2015 El Salvador 

missioners.  The citrus will be arriving in early 

to mid-December and all buyers will be 

contacted when the truck pulls in.  

This is the time of year to seriously 

consider whether you may be interested in 

participating in the July 2015 mission.  The date 

is TBD but it usually occurs during the week 

after July 4th.  As always, new missioners are 

especially welcome.  The mission is through 

Cristosal's School of Global Engagement and 

our group would choose a theme to concentrate 

our learning around.  Presently, Cristosal is 

doing amazing work with helping to mitigate 

the immigration crisis and human trafficking.  

Therefore, those topics may very well be what 

our focus is next year.  You can learn more 

about the great works of Cristosal by going to 

www.cristosal.org 
 

If you feel interested in supporting or 

participating in St. Peter’s El Salvador mission, 

or have any questions, please contact Cindy 

Hammaker or Gary Russell. You are also 

welcome to attend our monthly meeting, which 

is scheduled for December 10
th

. 
 

Thank you for all of your support and blessings 

to you during this holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What Is A Vestry? 
 

 
 

There are nine (9) members on St. Peter’s 

Vestry, serving a three (3) year term, with the 

option of running for re-election for a second 

term.  Each year at the annual meeting in 

February, at least three (3) parishioners are 

nominated to fill the vacancy of the retiring 

members. 
 

The Vestry meets with Father Koshy the 4
th

 

Wednesday of each month for two (2) hours to 

conduct the business of the parish.  We open our 

meeting with check-in, prayer, and approval of 

previous meeting minutes.  The meeting 

continues with Rector’s report and discussion on 

a variety of agenda topics.  We work hard, have 

fun together and are there to represent the 

congregation. 
 

Each vestry member serves as a liaison to one of 

the ministry committees.  Serving on the vestry 

is a way to share your time and talent and 

become involved in support of the mission and 

vision of St. Peter’s Church.  
 

All parishioners are welcome to attend vestry 

meetings.  Please know you are welcome to join 

us and see how we work together for the parish.  

If you would like further information on what it 

means to be a vestry member, please speak to 

any of the current members or Father Koshy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:chammaker1@gmail.com
http://www.cristosal.org/
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Worship Service Participants  
 

December – 2014 
 

Acolytes 
7 Libby Andrews 

Sydney Alling, Megan Magee 

14   Brandon Rennie 

Katie Parker, Colin Parker 

21  Vernet Spence-Brown 

 Phoebe Foester, Natalia Tackett 

24 5:00 Thomas Hammaker 

James Hammaker, Michael Logar 

   11:00 Vernet Spence-Brown 

28  Libby Andrews 

Sydney Alling, Megan Magee 
 

Greeters - 8:00 am 
7 Jack Susskind  

14 Lisa Scott 

21  Glenn Murray 

28  Joan Grunwell 
 

Greeters – 10:00 am 
7   Robert and June Blauser 

14   Michael and Rosemarie O’Rourke 

21  Penny McClimon, Judi Hans 

24 5:00 Cindy Giancaerino, Kim Thornton 

   11:00 Marva Young, Anne Atlee 

28  Mary Tackett, Vernet Spence-Brown 
 

Lectors - 8:00 am 
7 Lisa Scott lector 

Ron Gaugler chalicist 

14 Henry Young lector 

21  Ron Gaugler lector 

28  Lisa Scott lector 
 

Lectors – 10:00 am 
7  Jan Wier, Brittany Alling 

Katie Druckenmiller intercessor 

Beverly Burkhardt chalicist 

Joanne Arnold chalicist 

14   Family Service-youth readers TBA 

Carol Russell chalicist 

21  June Blauser, John Burkhardt 

David Brennfleck intercessor 

Joanne Arnold chalicist 

24 11:00 Georgette Druckenmiller 

 Ron Druckenmiller 

 Curt Quaintance intercessor 

Beverly Burkhardt chalicist 

28  Lessons read by College students [TBA] 

Carol Russell chalicist 
 

Ushers 
7 Curt Quaintance, Robert Parker 

14   Carl Rennie, Jon Martin 

21  Victor Jackson, Clem Young 

28   Bruce Alling, Vincent Giancaterino 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays  
 

 
 

[1] John Kostenly 

[2] Deborah Birkbeck, Sophie Prell 

[3] William De Prado, Penny McClimon 

[6] Sarah Hammaker 

[7] Charlotte Roberts 

[10] Don Hans 

[11] David Schaefer 

[12] Karen Mitten 

[15] Bryn Hamilton 

[22] Ethan Smith, Georgette Griffith 

[23] Charlotte Rothenberger 

[26] Christopher Hope 

[27] Tripp Wilson 

[28] Natalie Famous 

[29] Marty Bloem 

[31] Kunal Hivale 


