Saint Peter’s NET
Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”
Matthew 4:19

From the Rector
Dear Members and Friends,
Advent is beckoning us to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. It is
both a reenactment of the historical incarnation of Christ as well as a time of
spiritual preparation for the birthing of Christ consciousness and the
promised-but-not-yet-scheduled second coming of Christ. It is a penitential
season like Lent. Though Advent is shorter, the timing of it in our secular
calendar, characterized by intense activity and materialism, makes it harder
for us to observe the disciplines of penitence such as fasting, prayer, waiting
and meditation. It takes greater intention on our part to fully appropriate and
appreciate the gift of this season.
This year as we observe Advent and celebrate Christmas, our country is
undergoing a severe post-election trauma and associated anxiety over the
uncertainty as to how the new administration will carry out its manifesto,
communicated over and over during the campaign. Minority communities
and people of color feel vulnerable as they are called usurpers because of
who and what they are. Rather than seeing them as contributing to our
society, making our union strong and adding color and texture to the rich
tapestry of our society, they are made to think of themselves as a drain to our
country. They feel that this election invalidated their existence and
repudiated their claims. This election has sanctioned a wide swath of our
population, the so-called ‘other’, made up of various minority communities,
as targets for hate and scapegoating. Yet, this Advent we are recalling God’s
incarnation among us as an ‘other’, a vulnerable baby born out of wedlock of
a peasant young girl living in Palestine, an occupied territory of the Roman
Empire.
One of the post-election results is the call for deeper listening and
engagement within and between our communities as we deal with our
emotions and passions. On Friday following the election at The Theology on
Tap Meet Up I lead, I had an opportunity to meet with a group of people, the
majority of whom voted differently. We listened to each other deeply and we
understood why we voted the way we did. We need to hear each other out.
Elections tend to categorize people in binary terms, as black or white
ignoring the gray area or continuum between the opposites. Life is more
nuanced. I hope this Advent, perhaps we can sit down and engage with each
other and share with each other our hopes and dreams and what makes us
tick.
I look forward to this season of Advent and its call for our preparation, our
waiting on God. I trust all of us will avail the opportunity to attend the
Advent worship services and fully fathom the depth of what this season
offers us and thus make our celebration of Christmas truly a transformative
experience. May this Advent help us hear God speaking to us in “B
our
worship, in our listening to each other and the nature around us.
Have a blessed Advent!

Koshy

Mission Statement: We are an inclusive,
forward-looking Episcopal parish that
seeks to grow in Christ through worship,
education and fellowship, serves Christ
by ministering to local and global
communities and shares Christ in
following His command to “Love one
another as I have loved you.”
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Christian community honoring our
Episcopal heritage by achieving
excellence
in
worship,
mission,
education and fellowship.
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Deacon’s Roundtable

the openness that we need to be a sign of your
love to everyone we meet. Amen.”

After the election results came out on November
9, my 29 year old grandson, Gregory, made the
following post on facebook: “No matter what
side you voted for or how you feel about the
results of this election, one of the most
important things we can do as a society is to
preach the message of love and acceptance. I
will continue to live my life trying my best to
spread joy, happiness, laughter, and love to all
people that I come in contact with.”

Shirley and I share our love with each of you as
we prepare through Advent the coming of our
Savior Jesus Christ.
Deacon Joe

A Word From Deacon II

This falls well within the context of Fr. Koshy’s
sermon on Sunday, November 13. It also sets a
great example for the students Gregory works
with as a guidance counselor at Lancaster
Catholic High School. I am so proud of him
and have told him so.

The recent election seems to indicate that we are
a divided country. In fact, we are nearly split
down the middle when you consider the polls.
Let’s be careful not to believe that this means
that half of the Americans are good and half are
bad. That simply cannot be. Good people can
disagree on ideology and still work together in a
unified manner to build God’s kingdom. The
Jesus movement will continue because it is His
message of love that unites us.

I subscribe to a daily meditation from Loyola
Press which used I Corinthians 13:4-7 as the
meditation the other day. “Love is patient; love
is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.”

In recent days, I have had many conversations
with people who believe that the new
administration will bring harm to those who are
most vulnerable. The poor, the underemployed,
women and refugees will begin to have their
rights taken away, they say.

The mediation goes on to say “Paul did not
write these words for married couples even
though it is read at many weddings. The
qualities that he ascribes to the virtue of love are
for everyone. They challenge each of us to
examine our attitudes toward others – family,
friends and strangers. If we live each day with a
loving outlook, the jealousy, envy and anger
disappear. We grow into persons who seek the
truth and rejoice when it is found. When we
make love the foundation of our lives, we
discover gratitude at the center. We might ask,
what do we find challenging about living life
with a loving attitude and how do we overcome
that challenge?” That is a wonderful question to
ponder and pray about.

I submit to you that no administration has that
ability when you consider the wise words of so
many that remind us that a society or
civilization is judged by how it treats its weakest
members.
No person, administration, congress or law can
impede the willingness of an individual to give
sacrificially. No earthly law can supersede the
call of our mighty God to welcome the
sojourner or to share our food and our coats.
The Royal Law of Jesus is never weakened; we
are called to love our God and to love one
another.
Will the weakest among us be able to continue
to depend on the rest of us, both individually
and as the body of Christ?
Deacon Dennis

The meditation closes with the following prayer:
“Gracious God, the world has great need of your
love. Open our hearts to receive your grace and
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Deadlines

Previous recipients:
Good Samaritan Shelter: 2009, 2012, 2013;
Seaman’s Church Institute: 2014; The Clinic:
2010, 2015; Mom’s House: 2011

Sunday, December 11th
all 1st Quarter 2017 Schedules
Sunday, December 18th
Christmas Flower Offerings
Articles/dates for the January 2017 NET
Sunday, January 1st
Final date to receive financial contributions for
2016.

Festival of Lessons and Carols
for Advent – December 4

2016 Advent Tree
November 27 to December 18

We are now celebrating our 7th annual Festival
of Lessons and Carols for Advent, as a way to
prepare our hearts and minds for the Feast of
Christmas. This year it will be held on Sunday,
December 4 at 4:00 pm in the church with
guests and friends from area churches. This
years’ service will feature “O magnum
mysterium” by Ivo Antognini and “No Sweeter
Music” by John Rutter.

Recipient: Ann’s Heart Code Blue Ministry

The Code Blue Ministry of Phoenixville
provides a cold weather, overnight center for
men, women and children in accordance with
Chester County’s definition of Code Blue that is
date defined: mid-November to mid-April. The
intent is to provide a place to stay for the night
for anyone who is in need. Our guests are
welcome as long as they act in a manner that
allows us to provide a safe and welcoming
environment for all.

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is said to
have originated at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall,
England as a service on Christmas Eve starting
about 10 pm. This was the bishop's way of
keeping men out of the public houses on
Christmas. Through the ages the service has
been adapted and many festivals are now
celebrated with a service of Lessons and Carols.
Most notably King's College, Cambridge
celebrates their Christmas Lessons and Carols
and is a sought after treasure on radio stations
around the world on Christmas Day. Clearly,
we at St. Peter's have found a far better purpose
for our Lessons and Carols than to keep the bars
empty at Christmas; preparing for the journey to
the birth of our Savior.

The program is provided from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.,
seven days a week, with one paid staff member
and two volunteers per shift each night. With
the use of volunteers to support shift coverage,
we aim to have at least one man and one woman
on duty at all times, especially when there are
female guests or children. During a severe
weather event the center may remain open
throughout the day in order that guests may
have a safe and warm place to shelter from the
storm.
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Christmas Altar Flowers

unchanging nature of our God, remind us of the
everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus.
On the last Sunday of Advent, December 18,
after the morning liturgies are over, we invite
everyone back to the church to decorate for
Christmas Eve. Donations of pine, juniper,
holly, and other greens are appreciated. Please
leave them outside by the door of the Lady
Chapel.

You are invited to share in the joy of
beautifying our church for the Christmas
Season. There is NO suggested contribution
amount. Your offerings can be made as a
memorial or thank offering, PRINTING all
names
clearly.
Please,
email
your
memorial/thank offering to the parish office, or
place it in the weekly offering plate. Sunday,
December 18th is the DEADLINE. All names
will be included in the Christmas bulletins.

Together, we will prepare our beautiful church
to celebrate the birth of Christ. You don’t have
to be an interior decorator to help; every pair of
hands is welcome.

Cookie Exchange

2017 Giving Envelopes

Giving envelopes will be available for pick-up
on Sunday, December 18th. Please DO NOT use
them until Sunday, January 1, 2017! If you do
not find a box with your name, contact the
Parish Office and a box will be prepared for
you.

Our annual cookie exchange will be held on
Sunday, December 18 after the 10:00 service.
All are invited to participate. Bake several
dozens of your favorite cookies and trade them
for other delicious cookies. How are they
exchanged? For example, if you bake three
dozen cookies, you take home three dozen
assorted cookies. All are guaranteed to delight
your families and friends!

Christmas Services
Greening of the Church

Evergreens in churches and homes signal the
coming of Christmas. Among ancient Romans
evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, and
victory. Early Christians placed them in their
windows to indicate that Christ had entered the
home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir
are called evergreens because they never change
color. They are ever-green, ever-alive, even in
the midst of winter. Evergreens symbolize the

Saturday, December 24
3:00 p.m.
Children’s Pageant;
Family Eucharist
8:00 p.m.
Choral Music
8:30 p.m.
Choral Festival Eucharist
Christmas Day
9:00 Eucharist
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Godly Play

for the rights of those fleeing from violence and
social injustice.
We were pleased to welcome a new committee
member at our November meeting, and anyone
interested in participating in the School of
Global Engagement with Cristosal in the
summer of 2017 or who simply wants to
contribute to our global outreach efforts are also
welcome to attend! Our next mission
committee meeting is slated for Thursday,
January 12th at 7PM, at The Station Bistro in
Kimberton. So, we’ll be kicking the new year
off to a great start with this festive meeting
place as we’re looking forward to another
wonderful and productive year ahead of serving
and advocating for those struggling even outside
of our borders!

Advent: a season of new beginnings. In our
Godly Play Classroom we begin our Advent
stories on Sunday November 27. We will also
begin creating our classroom Advent wreaths
which we will work on and add to each week.
We are going modern this year with our
#Advent Wreath! And there is homework
involved! Each week children should bring in an
image [clipped, cut, or created] that represents
the # word of the day: November 27, Advent 1:
#Awake; December 4, Advent 2: #Prepare;
December 11, Advent 3: #Waiting; December
18, Advent 4: # God With Us. We will attach
the pictures to the wreath. We will be sure to
post their creations on St. Peter’s Facebook
page.
December 4: Family Service, NO Children’s
Chapel, sermon is geared directly to children;
December 11: pageant parts selected;
December 18: Pageant practice; December 24:
Pageant at the early service. ALL children are
welcome to participate – costumes provided.
Children are to arrive at 2:30 p.m. Parent
volunteers are needed for pre-pageant costume
prep. Contact janwier@comcast.net
NO class Christmas Day or New Year’s Day

December Birthdays

[1] John Kostenly
[2] Sophie Prell
[3] William De Prado, Penny McClimon
[6] Sarah Hammaker
[7] Charlotte Roberts
[10] Don Hans
[11] David Schaefer
[12] Karen Mitten
[15] Bryn Hamilton
[22] Ethan Smith, Georgette Griffith
[23] Charlotte Rothenberger
[25] Anne Holbrook
[26] Christopher Hope
[27] Tripp Wilson
[28] Natalie Famous
[29] Marty Bloem
[31] Kunal Hivale

Mission News
Cindy Hammaker

The mission committee continues to meet
monthly to discuss our agenda moving forward
with staying connected and supportive of the
invaluable works of Crisotsal. Our influence
that Cristosal feels is very palpable to them with
the energy and direct support that we have been
able to generate. And this support enables
Cirstosal to carry through with their missions of
empowering those struggling and to advocate

December Anniversary

[11]
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Colin and Anne Holbrook

December Worship Service Participants

4
11
18
25
4
11
18
25

Greeters – 10:00 am
4
Kim Thornton, Cindy Giancaterino
11
Mike Logar, Vernet Spence-Brown
18
Judi Hans, Pat Howse
24 3:00 Marva Young, Cindy Giancaterino
8:30 Michael and Rosemarie O’Rourke
25 9:00 Kim Thornton, Lady Rennie

Greeters - 8:00 am
Glenn Murray
Lisa Scott
Joan Grunwell
One Service At 9:00
Lectors - 8:00 am
Anne Holbrook lector
Ron Gaugler chalicist
Lisa Scott lector
Alexis Radouane lector
One Service At 9:00

What is a Vestry?
There are nine (9) members on St.
Peter’s Vestry, serving a three (3) year term,
with the option of running for reelection for a
second term. Each year at the annual meeting in
February, at least three (3) parishioners are
nominated to fill the vacancy of the retiring
members.
The Vestry meets with Father Koshy the
th
4 Thursday of each month for two (2) hours to
conduct the business of the parish. We open our
meeting with check-in, prayer, bible study and
approval of previous meeting minutes. The
meeting continues with Rector’s report and
discussion on a variety of agenda topics. We
work hard together, have fun together and are
there to represent the congregation.
Each vestry member serves as a liaison
to one of the ministry committees. Serving on
the vestry is a way to share your time and talent
and become involved in support of the mission
and vision of St. Peter’s Church.
All parishioners are welcome to attend
vestry meetings. Please know you are welcome
to join us and see how we work together with
Father Koshy for the parish. If you would like
further information on what it means to be a
vestry member, please speak to any of the
current members or Father Koshy.

Acolytes
4

Ryan Sutter
Mali Warren, Deacon Williams
11
Brandon Rennie
Sean Magee, Tre Foerster
18
Vernet Spence-Brown
Katie Parker, Colin Parker
24 3:00 James Hammaker
Emma Martz, Sean Magee
8:30 Vernet Spence-Brown
Brandon Rennie
Sydney Alling, Libby Andrews
25 9:00 Participants to be announced
Lectors – 10:00 am
4
Family Service: Lectors to be announced
Lou Steffenhagen chalicist
Joyce Paster chalicist
11
Lou Steffenhagen, Trevor Hall
Jan Wier intercessor
Joyce Paster chalicist
18
Kent Wenger, Shelly Brennfleck
Jolie Chylack intercessor
Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist
24 8:30 Beverly Burkhardt
Sarah Ohanesian
Curt Quaintance intercessor
Ron Druckenmiller chalicist
25 9:00 Participants to be announced

Who’s Who

Ushers
4
Clem Young, Sam Smith
11
Vincent Giancaterino, Robert Parker
18
Curt Quaintance, Carl Rennie
25 9:00 Participants to be announced

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Lawrence Ogden
joined our congregation early in 2015 after
experiencing medical issues that brought him to
the Phoenixville area for rehabilitation at the
Golden Living Community. Father Dan, as he
6

has come to be known, has an extensive history
serving the Lord Jesus 43 years in three
denominations, Reformed Church, United
Church and later the Episcopal Church, at 13
different churches along the east coast from
New York to South Carolina.
While residing at the villa, Father Dan
became distant from his previous community of
Lansdale, lacking the spiritual connection he
once experienced. Yearning for his perpetual
spiritual growth, he inquired of any local
Episcopal Church in the community. He was
directed to St. Peter’s and met with Father
Koshy, and arrangements were made to assist
Father Dan with transportation to and from his
residence to attend weekly Sunday services and
to be the facilitator of the mid-week adult
lectionary bible study program.
Father Dan committed his life to serving
the Lord in 1957 when he attended the Billy
Graham Crusade at Madison Square Garden,
New York City, NY. Graduating from Dumont
Public School in 1960, Father Dan attended
Hope College in Holland, Michigan graduating
in 1964 with his BA cum laude. He furthered
his education at the New Brunswick Theological
Seminary in New Jersey and later The New
York Theological Seminary where he received
his Doctor of Ministry in 1976.
Having been married for 30 years,
Father Dan has two children: a son, Daniel Paul
and a daughter, Deborah Mae who resides in
Lansdale and three grandchildren. Father Dan
expresses his deepest gratitude to his new found
family and friends at St. Peter’s, especially
Father Koshy who encouraged Father Dan to
lead the evening adult biblical study where he
shares his wealth of knowledge of the Bible to
others struggling to understand it. Father Dan
enjoys the weekly fellowship after mass but
nothing brings him more joy than to see St.
Peter’s future when the young children line up
to receive the Eucharist and to watch them
march off to learn about Christ Jesus at Godly
Play.

three boys. My family joined St. Peter's less
than a year ago.
My generation is completely immersed
in the world’s best technology, especially the
ever growing internet. Yes, despite my parents’
upbringing to the contrary, I can get too
attached to my phone sometimes. Through this
constant connection with the world, I see the
troubling things that transpire everyday: the lack
of love and equality, the ongoing struggle for
human rights, the degradation of our planet. On
a daily basis we are given a detailed update on
the progression of our world’s most evil
inhabitants. It would seem as if everyday,
people are falling further and further away from
God’s word.
I have lived in this area for almost my
whole life and have never seen a group of
people shine as brightly as those at St. Peter’s.
In this chaotic hurricane we call life, I, and I am
sure others can say the same, have found that
this church is a safe rock that I can tie myself to.
St. Peter’s strives to reach every corner of our
community. From providing food, shelter, and
love for those who are in need, to fighting for
human rights in El Salvador, in terms of being
an impactful force, St. Peter’s is small but
mighty.
We need to give in order to invest in
these places that are motivated to help others.
Giving to St. Peter’s is giving to the
impoverished, giving to the oppressed, giving to
the relocated. Through the thick fog of
confusion and mistrust that has led us astray
from God’s vision for this world, this parish is
the lighthouse where each and every one of us
can, and must, let our light shine before others.
Now, the question is how brightly will
you shine? There are many ways to give, and no
one way is best on its own. One candle cannot
light up a room of complete darkness. We each
have three candles; time, talent, and treasure,
that we can light for the world.
St. Peter’s sets an example: for the
children we educate, for those we interact with
in the community, for the world. We show what
it means to unconditionally love and support
those in need. In light of the hard things I see,
we at St. Peter’s are a beacon of hope.

Stewardship Moment 11/6/16
Good morning, my name is Catherine
Wenger. I am 17 and the proud older sister of
7

Financial Update – October, 2016
from Frank Rothenberger, Accounting Warden
The financial position of St. Peter’s through October, 2016 is outlined below.


Income
o Total open plate donations through October were $23,780 which is about $8K in excess of
budget. The pledge shortfall decreased in October with total pledges of $198,193, which
is about $1.4K short of the expected budget
o Total operating income was $238,593 after removal of pass-through income and other
non-operational income. Operating income is in excess of budget of $224K primarily
because of the increased open plate income.
o Total income, including pass-thru income of $42K, was $301,900.



Expense
o Total operating expenses were $229,669 after removal of pass-through expenses and
other non-operational expense. This is close to total budgeted expenses of $227,601.
 Operating expenses through October were sufficiently covered by operating
income with a surplus of $8,924.
o Total expenses, including pass through expenses of $45K, were $290,396 through
October.

Total expenses were sufficiently covered by total income with a surplus of $11,838.

Additional detail on income and expenses is available upon request.
Account Balances (as of 10/31/16):











Checking: $12,960
Savings: $39,062
Certificates of Deposit: $12,126
Youth Group: $1,136
Pantry/Outreach: $12,075
Mission: $3,833
Building Maintenance: $31,002
Concert Series: $2,906
NEW Capital Campaign: $33,129
Petty Cash: $200
o Total Cash: $148,429

Thank you all for your continued and generous support of St. Peter’s.
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