Saint Peter’s NET
Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”
Matthew 4:19

From the Rector
Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s,
Our recent annual meeting offered an opportunity to look back at what we
have accomplished as well as looking ahead to all that God has in store for
us. In the sermon I preached on that day I tried to visualize the shape, form
and content of the ministry that I discern as God may be calling us forward.
Being a Christian is a journey ‘marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion’,
like the hymn we sang that day. Yes, that’s what our destination is; Zion, the
City of God, the city on a hill, the new Jerusalem, healed and repaired, what
we call the reign of God, the beloved community, Shalom. We are a people
who are sent out on a journey doing God’s mission to be serving as God’s
partners in creating a renewed and reconciled creation. Every time we pray,
‘your kingdom come on earth as it exists in heaven’, we are praying for the
year of the Lord’s favor.
As in any journey, we need some signposts for direction. The first signpost
is Proclamation. Are we as baptized Christians called to preach the values
of the Kingdom by living it out in the world? The Christian values of
connectedness, community and dependence serve as the counter narrative to
the contextual values of individualism, autonomy and independence. I
would like to see all our members engaged in witnessing the Kingdom and
its values in the society we live as ambassadors of Christ.

Mission Statement: We are an inclusive,
forward-looking Episcopal parish that
seeks to grow in Christ through worship,
education and fellowship, serves Christ
by ministering to local and global
communities and shares Christ in
following His command to “Love one
another as I have loved you.”
Vision Statement: Our vision at St.
Peter’s is to be an inclusive, vibrant
Christian community honoring our
Episcopal heritage by achieving
excellence
in
worship,
mission,
education and fellowship.
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The second signpost for us is teaching. As a church we are engaged in lifelong Christian formation. Currently, we have programs for all age groups
such as Children’s Chapel, Godly Play, Treble Choir, Youth Group, Midweek and Sunday Bible Study, and Sunday morning Meditation practice.
We are space challenged. Our youth group does not a have place to meet
and engage in age appropriate activities. This group also needs a dedicated
staff person to oversee their activities. I hope to see that in the coming year
that they will be blessed with a good and spacious area to meet and paid staff
person to lead them.

2019

The third signpost for us is being a serving community. We are currently
known in the community as a church that cares and feeds. While our
church’s footprint in the community is large, the community’s footprint in
our church is even larger. I say that we continue our ministry of serving our
neighbors both near and far with even more vigor.

What’s Happing At St. Peter’s

The fourth signpost is to transform unjust systems of society by resisting
it and by pursuing peace and reconciliation. Our ministry is also shaped
by how we respond to what’s going on the world especially our contextual
situation. I would like us to be bold and courageous in resisting evil that is
happening around us.
“B
The fifth signpost is how we are as stewards of our fragile planet earth. I
~ continued on next page ~
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How to contact St. Peter’s
Office: 610-933-2195
Email: saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com
Web site: www.saintpeterschurch.net
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would like to see our members become more
environmentally conscious and adapt simpler
and lighter ways of living with less and less
carbon footprint.

We set out on a course that invites us to make
these forty days a time of prayer and fasting and
acts of Christian service. We have not taken
seriously Jesus’ imperative, “Bear the Cross.”
We have ignored the barren wilderness of
introspection, prayer and fasting. We have
missed out on the tremendous strength for
ministry such a discipline offers. The Lenten
discipline into which our Lord willingly walked
led finally to death. And only then did it lead to
resurrection.

We move forward in our ministry and mission
in our journey towards the heart of God by
proclaiming the Good News, by teaching and
forming disciples, by serving the least, lost and
last, by resisting evil and by being good and
responsible stewards of our planet home.
As we move into the Season of Lent, let us
become more aware of our mortalities and our
sins of omission and commission and seek
God’s forgiveness and the unconditional love
that awaits us.

Our faith in Christ is not some great escape.
Rather it plunges us into the thick of human
suffering, calling us to live out the life of Christ
among our brothers and sisters.
We come to Lent renewing our commitment to
Jesus Christ and to pray for his presence in our
lives. Six weeks from now we will find
ourselves in the midst of Holy Week and
awaiting the Three Days. Now is the time to
begin our preparation for these days. Now is the
time for rending hearts, for wrenching them
from our chests and placing them at the feet of
the one whom through his death and
resurrection has opened for us the way to God.

Wishing you all blessed Lent,
Koshy
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Deacon’s Roundtable
March 1 marks the beginning of a pilgrimage, a
journey if you will, not toward Calvary or the
Garden Tomb so much as toward a better
understanding of us as children of God, our
baptism, our faith, or our life in Christ. Of
course we are talking about Lent. These six
weeks are a time for looking at that relationship
St. Paul talks about in his second letter to the
Corinthians: “…we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. We beg you who
have received God’s grace not to let it be in
vain.”

I pray you all have a Blessed and Holy Lent.

We are in desperate need of looking at ourselves
in the light of Jesus Christ. We need to see
Jesus. The days before us offer the opportunity
to journey into our hearts and souls. Lent is a
time for somber reflection, a time to meditate on
the facts of our existence. Lent is a time to
realize that whatever our accomplishments and
accumulations, we all stand in need of God’s
grace and reconciliation.

The Choir needs to fill the choir stalls for
Easter. Come join us for the month of March.
Instead of giving something up, try adding the
discipline of singing in the choir. We practice
Sunday mornings at 8:30 am. Give us a try for
just 1 month. We need additional singers.

Deacon Joe
§

§

§

§

§

Exceptional Lenten Opportunity

See you Sunday at practice.
Tunefully, Karen Greene
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Community Lenten Worship
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14.

Wednesday’s - 7:30 pm

March 8: St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church
502 S. Main St.
Rev. Doug Hagler [First Presbyterian], preacher

(The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church)

March 15: St. John’s Lutheran Church
355 St. John’s Circle
Rev. Nora Minassian [Christian Community], preacher

At St. Peter’s we observe the Stations every
Friday during Lent at 7PM and on Good Friday
at 1:30 PM. The observance of Stations can
serve as a point of encounter with God. The
danger is that it can be dulled by repetition.
However, one of the ways we can revitalize
liturgy is through anticipation and expectancy
that we are about to have an encounter with
God. I hope more of us will make use of the
observance of the Stations during this Lent as a
discipline to strengthen our relationship to God.

March 22: Bethel Baptist Church
412 Fairview Street
Fr. Jack Newns [St. Ann’s R.C.C.], preacher
March 29: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
121 Church Street
Rev. Russell Mitman [Parkside UCC], preacher
April 5: St. John’s UCC
315 Gay Street
Rev. Dan McDowell [Grace Crossing Comm.], preacher

§
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Simon of Cyrene is made to bear the cross
Christ’s faced is wiped by a woman
His second fall
He meets women of Jerusalem
His third fall
He is stripped of His garments
He is nailed to the cross
Christ dies on the cross
His body is taken down from the cross
His body is laid in the tomb

Fr. Koshy
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Stations of the Cross

Neither Sow Nor Reap

Designed for devotional purposes, the Stations
depict incidents in the last journey of Christ
from Pilate’s house to His entombment. They
are commonly arranged around the walls of a
church and, during Lent and Passiontide, we
visit the Stations to recite prayers and meditate
on each. As the early pilgrims in Jerusalem
followed the traditional route from Pilate’s
house to Calvary, stations were reproduced for
similar devotion at home. The 14 Stations are:

We have made our home for many years in a
lovely rural setting, with an abundance of trees
and natural brush areas. Now that the activity of
children and family has slowed down, I find that
I enjoy the simple pleasure of feeding and
watching the birds that come in abundance to
our feeders, especially in the winter months. I
like to keep the feeders filled to attract the wide
variety of colorful birds that visit us day after
day. I often think of the familiar scripture
passage - Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Birds do
not strain to see into a future, which they cannot

1.
2.
3.
4.

Christ is condemned to death
Christ receives the cross
He falls for the first time
He meets His Mother
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March Birthdays

see, and do not seek to find security in the
things they have accumulated for the future.
Unfortunately, this is not a philosophy easily
adopted by humans. However, our faith tells us
that God's care for us is immeasurable, and we
see this care in the blessings we receive day
after day. Indeed, God continues to keep our
“feeders filled” and that is an amazing blessing.

[2] Dave Meadows
[3] Nancy Giampietro
[11] Seamus Sutter
[15] Carrie Wanish
[16] Sydney Alling
[17] Rachel Schaefer, Malina Weiss
[20] Frank Rothenberger
[21] Benjamin Barker
[23] Lauren Nagy
[28] Anne Andrews
[29] Jack Andrews, Keegan Dorais
[30] Wendy Vargo, Stephanie Sutter
[31] Rosemarie O’Rourke

Diane Hope, Stewardship Committee
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Heartfelt Appreciation

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Peter’s,
§

John and I thank you from the bottom of our
hearts for all your prayers, visits, meals and
cards you showered on us during our recent
surgeries the past several months.
I had 2 nine hour surgeries on my spine 10 days
apart. I find now, that each day is a little better
than the previous day.

§
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Thanksgiving for the

John’s cancer surgery was a complete success
and does not need any chemotherapy or
radiation therapy.

Diversity of Races and Cultures
[Book of Common Prayer, page 840]

Sincerely,
Beverly Burkhardt

§

§

§

§

O God, who created all peoples in your image,
we thank you for the wonderful diversity of
races and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives
by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and
show us your presence in those who differ most
from us, until our knowledge of your love is
made perfect in our love for all your children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

§

March Anniversaries

[17] Phil and Pat Howse
[24] Andrew and Kristen Craig
[26] James and Candace Sim
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Worship Service Participants

Acolytes
1 7:30 Vernet Spence-Brown
Libby Andrews, Phoebe Foerster
5
Frank Rothenberger
Trey Foerster, Mali Warren
12
Michael Logar
Katie Parker, Colin Parker
19
James Hammaker
Emma Martz, Sean Magee
26
Vernet Spence-Brown
Libby Andrews, Sydney Alling

March – 2017

5
12
19
26

Greeters - 8:00 am
Glenn Murray
Lisa Scott
Joan Grunwell
Jack Susskind

12
19
26

Lectors - 8:00 am
Lisa Scott
Lou Steffenhagen chalicist
Ron Gaugler
Anne Holbrook
Alexis Radouane

17:30
5
12
19
26

Greeters – 10:00 am
Judi Hans
Anne Atlee, Cindy Giancaterino
Kim Thornton, Vernet Spence-Brown
Lady Rennie, Anne Andrews
Marva Young, Mike Logar
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17:30

5

12

19

26

5
12
19
26

Ushers
Clem Young, Sam Smith
Vincent Giancaterino, Robert Parker
Curt Quaintance, Carl Rennie
Bruce Alling, Jim Tackett
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Take Time

Lectors – 10:00 am
Ron Gaugler, Mona Chylack
Asha George-Guiser intercessor
Lisa Scott chalicist
Leo Guen, Sarah Ohanesian
Phoebe Foerster intercessor
Lou Steffenhagen chalicist
Michael Logar, Trevor Hall
Todd Jackson intercessor
Joyce Paster chalicist
Marty Bloem, Karen Martz
Curt Quaintance intercessor
Carol Russell chalicist
Susan Mathews, Joyce Paster
Mali Warren intercessor
Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist

to Think:
It is the source of power
to Play:
It is the secret of perpetual youth
to Read:
It is the fountain of wisdom
to Pray:
It is the greatest power on earth
to Love and Be Loved:
It is a God-given privilege
to Be Friendly:
It is the road to happiness
Author Unknown
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Financial Update January 2017
from Frank Rothenberger, Treasurer

The financial position of St. Peter’s through January 2017 is outlined below.


Income
o Total open plate donations through January were $959 and pledge income was $27,585.
Overall, pledge income exceeded budget and open plate donations were less than
expected in the first month of the year.
o Total operating income was $33,732 after removal of pass-through income of $5,283.
o Operating income was in excess of the expected budget primarily because of increased
pledge income.
o Total income was $39,015 in January.



Expense
o Total operating expenses were $24,504 after removal of pass-through expenses of
$4,634.
o Operating expenses were relatively close to budgeted expenses of $22,966.
 Operating expenses in January were sufficiently covered by operating income
with a surplus of $9,228.
o Total expenses were $29,138.
Total expenses were sufficiently covered by total income with a
surplus of $9,903.



Additional detail on income and expenses is available upon request.
Account Balances (as of 1/37/17):











Checking: $21,387
Savings: $39,066
Certificates of Deposit: $12,126
Youth Group: $1,136
Pantry/Outreach: $11,247
Mission: $3,801
Building Maintenance: $35,717
Concert Series: $4,872
NEW Capital Campaign: $33,162
Petty Cash: $200
o Total Cash: $162,714

Thank you all for your continued and generous support of St. Peter’s.
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