Saint Peter’s NET
Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”
Matthew 4:19

From the Rector
Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s,
The inexorable movement of time with its change of seasons is more
perceptible and visceral for us who live in the northern hemisphere than to
those who live close to the equator. Fall in all its beauty and array of colors
came late this year and quickly gave way to an early winter, it appears, and
its offerings of snow, frigid air, and school closings, all even before this
year’s Thanksgiving.
I suppose I am more conscious of the passing of time these days as the date
of my retirement is no longer a distant speck on the horizon. I was reminded
of it over and over at the annual clergy conference in Cape May which Susan
and I just got back from. While colleagues were helpful and kind in offering
us tips for getting ready for retirement, their chatter made retirement hit
home in a more real way. It is a bittersweet reality that is awaiting us in a
few short months. This is something we look forward to in expectation as
well as trepidation. It is a threshold, a portal to something unknown,
pregnant with possibilities, but we don’t know how it will unfold. Once
again, we are at a point in our life of letting go of what is familiar and
friendly and embracing something unfamiliar and uncertain. We await in
anticipation and expectation.
In fact, this is what we do in Advent, the season we are in now. It is the
liturgical season whose function is to remind us time and again to wait for
those things that do matter in our lives. With its shorter days and longer
nights, Advent is meant to slow us down, to relieve us from our tendency to
opt for frantic and frenetic pace of life and world. Advent challenges us to
take time to rest and ponder like Mother Mary. We live in a time of great
anxiety. Gun violence, opioid epidemic, wide-scale human displacement and
migration, climate change, all taking place simultaneously making us feel
like we’re living on the edge of a precipice. At a time like this our human
tendency is fight or flight. Self-serving leaders shamelessly use this anxious
period to their advantage by further stoking fear and hatred toward the other.
In addition, some of us may be going through challenges of our own. It may
have to do with our or our loved ones’ health, addictions, jobs or finances.
What we lack today is a Mary-like quality to ponder and reflect, with which
she prepared herself during the first Advent and brought to us the God-child
and God’s reign
During this Advent, let us, as followers of Jesus, ask what is it for which we
are spending our life? What is the star we are following now? And where is
this star leading us at the present? Let us be more reflective about living in
the rhythm of life, in tune with our liturgical season, in harmony with
creation and fellow human beings, and in balance with how God intends us
to live.
“B
As we wait for the coming of the reign of God in anticipation and
Continued on next page
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expectation, may we also come to realize its
coming depends on us! May we become aware
that our actions and our way of being will
hasten or slow God’s reign among us!

Finally we celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Innocents; those boy babies of two years and
younger who fell to the swords of Herod’s
henchmen that the Son of Man/Son of God
might live to carry out his father’s mandate to
bring all humankind to God.

Koshy

In his humanness, Jesus lived the paradox—he
set the example. He has not asked us to do more
(nor could we) than he has done for us.

Deacon’s Roundtable

The saving paradox for us is not the Babe in the
ox trough; but that Babe grown to manhood (at
the expense of others), hung on the cross for our
sins, and then resurrected to the fullness of life
with the Father from whom we are guaranteed
the forgiveness of the sins which crucified him.

A number of years ago, Shirley and I attended
the diocesan clergy conference in Hershey. The
speaker for the three day retreat was the
renowned sociologist Parker Palmer.
The
theme of the conference was the paradox which
faces us in the church today. It has not changed
in all these years.

Let us take as our own the collect of December
28 (The Feast of the Holy Innocents) that it may
help us to reflect on the paradoxes that face us
in our daily lives. “We remember today, O
God, the slaughter of the holy innocents of
Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we pray,
into the arms of your mercy all innocent
victims; and by your great might frustrate the
designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of
justice, love and peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and
ever. Amen.”

This could not be emphasized more in our
spiritual lives than during the last week of
December. The week starts with the always
inspiring Christmas Eve service to help us
celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
This is a paradox in itself—just think—the
Savior of the World, born in a back water town,
to homeless parents, with an ox’s feeding trough
for his crib. God’s holy angels pronounce his
birth. He is worshiped and adored by the
poorest of the poor (the shepherds) and the
richest of the rich (the Magi). He was almost
immediately made an exile from his own
country because of the avarice, greed and fear of
one feeble, old, and ruthless puppet king
(Herod).

Shirley and I wish you a Blessed Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
Deacon Joe

The paradox continues with our liturgical
calendar. First we commemorate St. Stephen,
first deacon and martyr for the new religious
sect that was started by the Babe grown to
manhood. This person we believe and profess
to be the Son of Man and Son of God.

Deadlines
Sunday, December 9th
all 1st Quarter 2019 Schedules
Sunday, December 16th
Christmas Flower Offerings
Articles/dates for the January 2019 NET

Then we celebrate the life of St. John the
Apostle and Evangelist; the person who was
closest to Jesus and took his Blessed Mother as
his own. John was the only one to live through
the persecutions of the early church and to die a
natural death.

Sunday, December 30th
Final date to receive financial contributions for
2018.
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2018 Advent Giving Tree

Greening of the Church

November 25th to December 16th
We will come together on Sunday, December 23
after the 10:00 a.m. service for our annual
Greening of the Church. It is a Saint Peter’s
custom that prepares our church and our hearts
for the coming of Christmas. In ancient Rome,
evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, and
victory. Early Christians placed them in their
windows to indicate that Christ had entered the
home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir
are called evergreens because they never change
color. They are ever-green, ever-alive, even in
the midst of winter. Evergreens symbolize the
unchanging nature of our God, remind us of the
everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of this
project.
Our recipient this year is Orion, a local
organization providing support to families in
need. The tags on the tree are from their wish
list. Please take a tag or two from the tree,
replace it with a star, and bring your items to
church and place them by the tree.
Items donated will be given to Orion the week
of 12/16 in time for them to share with the
families. Any gift cards, please give to Father
Koshy or Retta Sparano to hold. Thank you for
your generosity to this annual giving. Previous
recipients:
Good Samaritan Shelter: 2009, 2012, 2013
Seaman’s Church Institute: 2014
The Clinic: 2010, 2015
Mom’s House: 2011
Code Blue Ministry: 2016
Hurricane Relief-Puerto Rico: 2017

We invite everyone to the church to decorate for
Christmas Eve. Donations of pine, juniper,
holly, and other greens are appreciated. Please
leave them outside in the garden near the Lady
Chapel.
Together, we will prepare our beautiful church
to celebrate the birth of Christ. All adults and
children are welcome to join in this annual
Christmas tradition at Saint Peter’s.

2019 Giving Envelopes

Christmas Altar Flowers

Giving envelopes will be available for pick-up
on Sunday, December 16th. Please DO NOT use
them until Sunday, January 6, 2019! If you do
not find a box with your name, contact the
Parish Office and a box will be prepared for
you.

You are invited to share in the joy of
beautifying our church for the Christmas
Season. There is NO suggested contribution
amount. Your offerings can be made as a
memorial or thank offering, PRINTING all
names
clearly.
Please,
email
your
memorial/thank offering to the parish office, or
place it in the weekly offering plate. Sunday,
December 16th is the DEADLINE. All names
will be included in the Christmas bulletins.
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Christmas Services

3:30 p.m.
8:15 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

A great big THANK YOU to all our
PARISHIONERS who continue to support the
pantry with donations of money and food [see
photo at the beginning of this article] , and to all the
VOLUNTEERS who make those donations
work for the benefit of people in our
community.
We could use a few more volunteers, especially
on Monday nights, so if you have some free
time
please
contact
Doreen
at
penczer@comcast.net

Monday, December 24
Children’s Pageant;
Family Eucharist
Choral Music
Choral Festival Eucharist

A great big THANK YOU to all our
PARISHIONERS who continue to support the
pantry with donations of money and food [see
photo at the beginning of this article] , and to all the
VOLUNTEERS who make those donations
work for the benefit of people in our
community.

St. Peter’s Food Pantry Update

Music @ St. Peter’s Presents
Again this year, Parishioner donations were
been beyond our wildest expectations. We were
able to offer a full thanksgiving style meal to
every family attending our Thanksgiving
pantries. We continue to have 2 pantries one on
a Saturday and then on the following Monday,
and were able to distributed a full holiday meal
to about 130 families.
Julian Cartwright
January 27, 2019 4:00pm

Turkeys were provided courtesy of the Chester
County Food Bank, and with generous
donations, we were able to offer Encore frozen
turkey dinners to those who couldn’t use a
turkey and also pumpkins pies.

Julian Cartwright is a violinist/violist from
Summit, NJ. He met Derek Maninfior while on
staff at the Presbyterian Church of Chatham
Township. Julian has degrees from Oberlin
Conservatory and College, and he did his precollege study at Juilliard. Since graduating,
Julian has worked as a record producer, studio
musician, teacher, composer/songwriter, and
performer in a variety of genres and settings. He
is also a visual artist.

As the Thanksgiving pantry ended on Saturday,
November 24th, the Boy Scouts from a local
troop lead by MaryJo Wells, arrived with over
2000 items they had collected. It was so
rewarding to watch the scouts very
enthusiastically bring their donations and to help
put them away.
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Financial Update – October 2018
from Frank Rothenberger, Accounting Warden
The financial position of St. Peter’s through October, 2018 is outlined below.




Income
o Total open plate donations through October were $11,286 which was off pace of the
budget by $8,714. Pledges were below budget by $2,975, or about 1% of expected
pledges, at $224,505 through October.
o Total operating income was $244,790 through October which is an average of $24K per
month and below the expected income of $255K after removal of Clinic rent of $16K, a
$5K Diocese grant for the Capital Campaign and other pass through items including the
Youth Group trip and direct mission support.
o Total income, including pass through income of $82,136, was $326,926.
Expense
o Total operating expenses were $264,759 which is an average of $26K and above
expected budget of $256K, primarily because of higher than expected winter utility bills
and repair/maintenance costs expensed in 2018.
o Total expenses, including pass-through, one-time and other designated expenses of
$60,313, were $325,072.
o
St. Peter’s reported a year-to-date operating loss of ($19,969)
through October. The operating shortfall has been covered by operating funds carried
over from 2017 as well as 3 months of Clinic rate used to cover operating expenses and
other grants received for operations. Clinic rent was not included in the operating budget
for 2018 as it was anticipated to go directly to the maintenance savings fund.
o
St. Peter’s reported an overall surplus of $1,854, including passthrough, one-time and other designated income and expenses, through October, 2018.

Additional detail on income and expense is available upon request.
Account Balances (as of 10/31/18):













Checking: $3,754
Savings: $4,080
Certificates of Deposit: $43,494
Youth Group: $1,401
Pantry/Outreach: $36,548
Mission: $1,356
Building Maintenance: $14,863
Concert Series: $4,973
Capital Campaign: $26,197
Ecumenical Meal Program: $8,812
Columbarium Project: $2,512
Petty Cash: $200
o Total Cash: $148,190

Thank you all for your continued and generous support of St. Peter’s.
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Environmental Committee

Changing colored leaves.
Weather changing, cooler, Brrrrrr!
Winter coming soon.

As autumn leads into winter, the Environmental
Committee wanted to share the beautiful
haiku poems created this past October. A haiku
is a Japanese form of poetry which often centers
on a theme in nature and it is meant to help the
author take focused look at a meaningful
moment occurring in the season. We hope you'll
enjoy the creative work and reflections upon
nature that our Saint Peter's family composed on
Saint Francis Sunday.

Colored leaves fall down.
An owl swoops overhead.
Now it's time to play!

What is a Vestry?
There are nine (9) members on St. Peter’s
Vestry, serving a three (3) year term, with the
option of running for reelection for a second
term. Each year at the annual meeting in
February, at least three (3) parishioners are
nominated to fill the vacancy of the retiring
members. If a vestry member does not complete
their 3-year term, the balance of that term will
also be filled at the time of the annual meeting.

8:00 Service Collective Poem:
Serenity walk Colors are everywhere.
The pumpkins are out!
8:00 Service Individual Poems:
Birds are flying South.
The breeze is fresh and cooler.
Bright leaves tumble down.

Parishioners who are interested in being
nominated should be confirmed Episcopalians,
members of St. Peter’s and speak to Father
Koshy or one of the wardens.

The leaves are changing.
Squirrels are gathering the nuts.
Winter is coming.
The trees are on fire.
Angry water. Skies darken.
The year is dying.

The Vestry meets with Father Koshy the
4th Thursday of each month for two (2) hours to
conduct the business of the parish. We open our
meeting with check-in, prayer, and approval of
previous meeting minutes. The meeting
continues with Rector’s report and discussion on
a variety of agenda topics. We work hard
together, have fun together and are there to
represent the congregation.

Bonfire time's comeA crisp soulful smoke billows.
Crickets sing to the moon.
10:00 Service Collective Poem:
A spider spins a web.
Pumpkins chasing orange leaves.
Black cat gets the Bat!

Each vestry member serves as a liaison to one of
the ministry committees. Serving on the vestry
is a way to share your time and talent and
become involved in support of the mission and
vision of St. Peter’s Church.

8:00 Service Individual Poems:
Leaves are chasing leaves.
Children are wearing costumes.
God gives treats - not tricks.

All parishioners are welcome to attend vestry
meetings. Please know you are welcome to join
us and see how we work together with Father
Koshy for the parish. If you would like further
information on what it means to be a vestry
member, please speak to any of the current
members or Father Koshy.

Orange, red, yellowLeaves falling in the forest.
Silence reigns again.
The Lord loves me so.
People are kind, lovely, strong.
I now am at peace.
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December Birthdays

Acolytes
Phoebe Foerster
Tre Foerster, M.J. Kiernan
9
James Hammaker
Leo Wenger, Christian Wenger
16
Vernet Spence-Brown
Emma Martz, Sydney Alling
23
Victor Jackson
Phoebe Foerster, Tre Foerster
24 3:30 Frank Rothenberger
Mali Warren, Isaac Nagy
8:30 Vernet Spence-Brown
Libby Andrews, Victor Jackson
30
Katie Parker
Colin Parker, M.J. Kiernan
2

[1] John Kostenly
[3] William De Prado
[5] Brooks Hobbs
[6] Sarah Hammaker
[10] Don Hans
[11] David Schaefer
[12] Karen Mitten
[15] Bryn Hamilton
[16] Margaret Hobbs
[22] Ethan Smith, Georgette Griffith

Richard Greene, Matthew Kiernan
[23] Charlotte Rothenberger, Christopher Mallowe
[25] Anne Holbrook
[26] Christopher Hope, Greg Perles
[27] Tripp Wilson
[28] Natalie Famous
[29] Marty Bloem
[31] Kunal Hivale

Lectors – 10:00 am
Family Service: Lectors to be announced
Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist
Peter Druckenmiller chalicist
9
Chris Goulian, Carol Russell
Leo Guen intercessor
Gary Russell chalicist
Ron Druckenmiller chalicist
16
Advent Lessons and Carols
Peter Druckenmiller chalicist
Vincent Giancaterino chalicist
23
Jan Wier, Retta Sparano
Kent Wenger intercessor
Richard Greene chalicist
Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist
24 3:30 Children’s Pageant
Vincent Giancaterino chalicist
Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist
8:30 Susan Mathews, Asha George-Guiser
Karen Martz intercessor
Beverly Burkhardt chalicist
Carol Russell chalicist
30
Christmas Lessons and Carols
Vincent Giancaterino chalicist
Gary Russell chalicist
2

December Anniversary
[11]

Colin and Anne Holbrook

Worship Service Participants
In December
2
9
16
23
30

Greeters - 8:00 am
James Dallas
Lisa Scott
Joan Grunwell
Glenn Murray
James Dallas

2
9
16
23
30

Lectors - 8:00 am
Lisa Scott lector, chalicist
Alexis Wilson lector
Lisa Scott lector
Alexis Wilson lector
Ron Gaugler lector

Greeters – 10:00 am
2
Mike Logar, Pat Howse
9
Marva Young, Lady Rennie
16
Kim Thornton, Pat Howse
23
Judi Hans, Anne Andrews
24 3:00 Judi Hans, Marva Young
8:30 Rosemarie and Michael O’Rourke
30
Anne Atlee, Vernet Spence-Brown

Ushers
2
Clem Young, Sam Smith
9
Mark Hammaker, Robert Parker
16
Curt Quaintance, Carl Rennie
23
Bruce Alling, Jim Tackett
24 3:30 Participants to be announced
8:30 Participants to be announced
30
John Andrews, Jim Tackett
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